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First Amendment 

“Congress shall make no law … 
abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press…”

United States Bill of Rights (1789)

http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/bill_of_rights.html



Discuss scenario with group: Would this be protecte d by 
the First Amendment? Explain why or why not.

1. Candidate says, “I believe my opponent lacks good morals”

2. Ad says, “ClearFace kills acne germs” (it does not)

3. Person views sexually explicit images on campus computer

4. Joke to airport security, “It’s not like I’ve got a bomb” 

5. News article says, “Jack Celebrity beats his wife and kids” 

6. Local chapter of the KKK meets at the community center

7. Check out library book “The Arsonist Handbook”

8. Person says, “Your mother….@$*%” 

9. Shouting “Fire!” in the movie theater 

10. Music group burns an American flag onstage



Say anything, but…

• Fighting words
• Obscenity

obscene ¹¹¹¹ pornographic

• Child pornography 
• Defamation 

libel = written
slander = oral

http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/95-815.pdf



1st Amendment à Alt media?

“If we do not believe in freedom 
of speech for those we despise,
we do not believe in it at all”

Noam Chomsky
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http://www.mediachannel.org/ownership/chart.shtml



In 1900, there were 15,000 newspapers 
owned by 14,000 different companies. 

Today, there are 12,000 newspapers, 
half of which are owned by 10 companies.

Csapo, R.M. & Kopper, J. (2005). Virtual objectivity: Media and the 
critics.[Documentary film]. United States: Filmakers Library.



http://www.thenation.com/special/bigten.html



Who owns what?
COX Enterprises owns the following newspapers, 

in addition to dozens of TV and radio stations.

Colorado 
The Daily Sentinel (Grand Junction)

The Nickel (Grand Junction)
Florida 

La Palma
Palm Beach Daily News

The Palm Beach Post 
Florida PennySaver

Georgia
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Mundo Hispánico
North Carolina

The Daily Advance (Elizabeth City)
The Daily Reflector (Greenville) 

Rocky Mount Telegram 
The Beaufort-Hyde News (Belhaven) 
The Bertie Ledger-Advance (Windsor) 
The Farmville Enterprise 

The Perquimans Weekly (Hertford) 

The Standard Laconic (Snow Hill) 
The Times Leader (Grifton) 
The Weekly Herald (Robersonville) 

Ohio 
Dayton Daily News
Hamilton JournalNews
The Middletown Journal 
Springfield News-Sun 
Fairfield Echo 
The Western Star (Lebanon) 
Oxford Press 
Pulse-Journal (Mason) 

Texas 
Austin American-Statesman
The Daily Sentinel 
Longview News-Journal 
The Lufkin Daily News 
The Marshall News Messenger 
Waco Tribune-Herald 
The Bastrop Advertiser 
Lake Travis View (Austin) 
Westlake Picayune (Austin) 
North Lake Travis Log (Lago Vista) 
The Pflugerville Pflag
The Smithville Times

http://www.cjr.org/resources/index.php



http://www.stopbigmedia.com/files/off_the_dial.pdf



Social solutions

• Protect civil liberties
– especially minority/dissenting voices

• Break up media conglomerates
• Support independent public broadcasting
• Support non-profit sources of information



What YOU can do:

• Question authority
• Seek different viewpoints 
• Support alternative media
• Make informed decisions
• Be media activists, not passive consumers



Recommended

• Public Broadcasting Service (PBS)
• National Public Radio (NPR)
• In These Times 
• Mother Jones 
• The Nation 
• The Progressive 


