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First Amendment

“Congress shall make no law ...
abridging the freedom of speech,
or of the press...”

United States Bill of Rights (1789)

http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/bill_of rights.html



Discuss scenario with group: Would this be protecte d by
the First Amendment? Explain why or why not.

Candidate says, “I believe my opponent lacks good morals”
Ad says, “ClearFace kills acne germs” (it does not)

Person views sexually explicit images on campus computer
Joke to airport security, “It's not like I've got a bomb”

News article says, “Jack Celebrity beats his wife and kids”
Local chapter of the KKK meets at the community center
Check out library book “The Arsonist Handbook”

Person says, “Your mother....@%$*%”"
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Shouting “Fire!” in the movie theater
10. Music group burns an American flag onstage



Say anything, but...

Fighting words
Obscenity

obscene® pornographic
Child pornography
Defamation

libel = written
slander = oral

http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/95-815.pdf



1st Amendment a Alt media?

“If we do not believe In freedom
of speech for those we despise,
we do not believe In it at all”

Noam Chomsky
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In 1900, there were 15,000 newspapers
owned by 14,000 different companies.

Today, there are 12,000 newspapers,
half of which are owned by 10 companies.

Csapo, R.M. & Kopper, J. (2005). Virtual objectivity: Media and the
critics.[Documentary film]. United States: Filmakers Library.
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Natignal Amusements owns 68%
VIACOM, INC.

\ w/50% AOL-TW)

Films; Blockbuster (82%); about 1,800
screens in theaters in the US, Canada,
Europe, Asia and South America through
Famous Players, UCI (50% w/50%
AOL-TW); WF Cinema Holdings (50%

~/

BOOKS
Simon & Schuster, Pocket Books,

Scribner, The Free Press, Arabesque Books;

divisions in Britain and Australia

web design

Sportsline.com, MarketWatch.com,
hollywood.com, storerunner.com,
Thirdage.com and Webvan;

~

RADIO

184 Infinity radio stations; CBS Radio

Network; Westwood One (18%) and
Sportsline Radio (20% w/Reuters
and ADL-TW)

Revenues: $20 billion
/ MOVIES \
Paramount Pictures, Nickelodeon ( TELEVISION
Movies MTV Films, BET Arabesque NETWORKS

CES, UPN, MTV, MTVZ2, VH1, Showtime,

Nickelodeon, Noggin (50% w/Sesame

Workshap), Nickelodeon GAS, TV Land,
Comedy Central (50% w/37.5% AOL-TW
and 12.5% AT&T), TNN, CMT, The Movie

Channel, Sundance Channel (50% w/Vivendi

and Robert Redford), FLIX, BET and BET
on Jazz; stakes in channels throughout
Europe, Africa, Asia and Russia

STATIONS
39, including two each in Philadelphia,

N Boston, Dallas and Detroit;
operates 2 others.
INTERNET
MTVi (30% wi10% Liberty) includes PRODUCTION
MTV.com and VH1.com; Nickelodeon CBS Enterprises (includes King World
Online (w/AT&T); stakes also in iWon, and CBS Broadcast International),

Paramount, Spelling, Big Ticket, Viacom
Productions, Nickelodeon Studios, MTV
Productions, Nicktoons Animation; other
TV: TiVio (w/AOL-TW, News Corp.,

( Liberty and GE)

)r

N A

MAGAZINES

BET Weekend (w/New York Daily News),
Emerge, Heart & Soul, Nickelodeon Magazine

THEME PARKS/ \

LIVE VENUE
Paramount theme parks in the
US and Canada; Star Trek: The

Experience at the Las Vegas Hilton;
jazz restaurant in Las Vegas;
theme-based restaurants and dance
clubs in Largo, MD, Memphis and
at Disney World; World Wrestling
Federation Entertainment (3%
w/3% GE and others); House
of Blues Entertainment

\ (w/that company) /

AY4

/ OTHER I
Exclusive advertising rights on
buses, subways, trains, kiosks,

hillboards and other venues in New
York, LA, Chicago, San Francisco,
Philadelphia, Detroit, Houston,
Atlanta and B2 other US cities and in
cities in Mexico, Canada,
Britain, Ireland and throughout

Europe; BET Financial Services; BET

/ Design Studio (w/G-111 Apparel

Group, Ltd.); licenses Viacom-owned

properties and third-party clients
including the US Postal Service, Jeep
and Red Dog Beer; Famous Music
holds copyright to mare than

\ 100,000 musical works _/

http://www.thenation.com/special/bigten.html



Who owns what?

COX Enterprises owns the following newspapers,
in addition to dozens of TV and radio stations.

Colorado
The Daily Sentinel (Grand Junction)
The Nickel (Grand Junction)

Florida
La Palma
Palm Beach Daily News
The Palm Beach Post
Florida PennySaver

Georgia
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
Mundo Hispanico

North Carolina
The Daily Advance (Elizabeth City)
The Daily Reflector (Greenville)
Rocky Mount Telegram
The Beaufort-Hyde News (Belhaven)
The Bertie Ledger-Advance (Windsor)
The Farmville Enterprise
The Perquimans Weekly (Hertford)

The Standard Laconic (Snow Hill)
The Times Leader (Grifton)
The Weekly Herald (Robersonville)

Ohio

Dayton Daily News

Hamilton JournalNews

The Middletown Journal
Springfield News-Sun
Fairfield Echo

The Western Star (Lebanon)
Oxford Press

Pulse-Journal (Mason)

Texas

Austin American-Statesman
The Daily Sentinel

Longview News-Journal

The Lufkin Daily News

The Marshall News Messenger
Waco Tribune-Herald

The Bastrop Advertiser

Lake Travis View (Austin)
Westlake Picayune (Austin)
North Lake Travis Log (Lago Vista)
The Pflugerville Pflag

The Smithville Times

http://www.cjr.org/resources/index.php



Non-Minority

Non-Hispanic White 92.3%
66.4%

http://www.stopbigmedia.com/files/off _the dial.pdf



Socilal solutions

Protect civil liberties

— especially minority/dissenting voices

Break up media conglomerates

Support independent public broadcasting

Support non-profit sources of information



What YOU can do:

Question authority

Seek different viewpoints

Support alternative media

Make informed decisions

Be media activists, not passive consumers



Recommended

Public Broadcasting Service (PBS)
National Public Radio (NPR)

In These Times

Mother Jones

The Nation

The Progressive




